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EPILOGUE. 


HE  reader  who  has  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  pages  may  be  considered 
to  be  in  a  position  to  form  a  fairly  accurate  idea  of  the  character  and 
quality  of  the  Royal  Academy  Exhibition  of  1890,  as  reproductions  of 
nearly  all  the  best  and  most  prominent  contributions  to  the  collection  are 
before  him.  Although  he  must  necessarily  forego  the  quality  of  colour, 
he  is  enabled  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  design,  the  composition,  the 
chiaroscuro,  and  the  subjects  of  the  principal  works  that  have  lent  character 
and  distinction  to  the  Exhibition.  As  it  is  not  by  the  great  mass  of  the  canvases  exhibited 
that  the  annual  display  at  Burlington  House  is  weighed  and  judged,  but  by  the  few  score  works 
of  superior  merit  and  importance  by  artists  of  greatest  repute  or  promise,  the  Editors  may  lay 
claim— those  few  score  works  being  herein  included— to  having  brought  together  in  this  album 
the  very  essence  and  backbone  of  the  Exhibition.  In  this  they  have  been  assisted  by  the 
kindly  interest  and  generous  consent  of  the  artists  themselves,  without  which  such  a  publication 
would  have  been  impossible. 

In  their  desire  to  represent  the  pictorial  contents  of  the  Academy  as  fully  as  possible,  the 
Editors  have  decided  to  abstain  from  filling  space  by  including  here  any  adequate  criticism  of  the 
Academy.  That  duty  has  already  been  discharged  at  ample  length  and  in  sufficient  detail  in 
the  pages  of  The  Magazine  of  Art  *  of  which  “  Royal  Academy  Pictures  ”  constitutes  a  supple¬ 
ment.  It  may,  however,  be  set  on  record  that,  by  a  very  general  consensus  of  opinion,  the 
display  of  the  Academy  of  1890  is  declared  to  be  a  “  fair  one  :  ”  not  equal  to  that  of  last  year 
—which,  indeed,  reached  an  exceptionally  high  standard — but,  at  the  same  time,  comprising 
works  of  such  beauty  and  excellence  that  we  may  look  with  pride  on  the  year’s  achievement 
of  British  Art,  and  observe  its  continuous  advance  with  satisfaction.  The  art-waves  of  varying 
strength  and  direction  which  have  of  recent  years  swept  over  the  land  —  of  native  as  well  as 
of  foreign  origin — all  show  something  of  their  influence  in  our  great  annual  Exhibition,  and 
prove  that  we  are  to-day  as  deficient  in  a  “  school  ”  as  we  have  ever  been  since  art  revived 
and  became  once  more  a  force  in  England.  A  glance  at  the  Exhibition  shows  to  the  least 
observant  the  growing  strength  of  many  of  the  younger  men,  and  awakens  hopes  that  some 
day — in  our  time,  perhaps— we  may  witness  the  justification  of  the  proud,  boastful  retort  of 
the  English  artist  to  the  Frenchman:  “We  have  no  ‘school;’  bat  we  have  many  masters'” 

In  looking  round  the  Academy  we  are  struck  with  the  general  movement  of  art,  even 
during  the  twelve  short  months  which  have  passed  since  it  was  last  our  duty  to  address  our 
readers  upon  this  vital  subject ;  and  we  scan  the  walls  with  no  little  anxiety  to  discover  what 
reputations  had  been  maintained,  gained,  or  lost.  In  the  last-named  category  are  not  a  few, 

*  See  The  Magazine  of  Art  for  May,  p.  217,  and  for  June,  p.  253. 
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and  several  honoured  names  are  to  be  found  amongst  them.  Rut  Time,  all  ruthless  and 
irresistible  though  he  is,  is  nevertheless  over-tender  to  the  painter’s  amour  propre,  and 
seldom  permits  “  the  chosen  of  the  gods  ”  to  feel  the  dimming  of  his  eye  or  the  loosening 
of  his  grip ;  and  so  it  pathetically  comes  about  that  more  than  one  reputation  is  sacrificed  and 
lost  through  the  unsuspected  waning  of  the  painter’s  powers.  Of  the  most  eminent  of  the 
artists  who  have  easily  maintained  their  position  are  Sir  Frederick  Leighton,  Mr.  Orchardson, 
Mr.  Alma-Tadema,  Mr.  Henry  Moore,  and  Mr.  Dicksee,  to  name  no  others.  But  the  greatest 
interest  is  attached  to  those  who  have — each  in  his  own  way — advanced  their  positions  by  some 
work  of  striking  merit  or  rich  promise.  In  this  category,  happily,  several  names  stand  forth 
for  mention ;  and  when  we  consider  for  a  moment  the  works  exhibited  this  year  by  Mr. 
Stanhope  Forbes,  Mr.  John  M.  Swan,  Mr.  Adrian  Stokes,  Mr.  Solomon,  Mr.  Arthur  Hacker, 
Mr.  Logsdail,  Mr.  Alfred  East,  Mr.  Waterlow,  Mr.  David  Murray,  Mr.  Chevallier  Tayler,  Mr. 
Onslow  Ford,  and  others,  we  are  bound  to  admit — and  more  than  gratified  by  the  admission — 
that  never  has  our  art  been  in  a  healthier  condition,  never  could  it  boast  in  its  service 
more  skill,  facilitv.  intelligence,  and  enthusiasm. 
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Jjl  OR  the  fourth  time  the  Editors  of  “  Royal  Academy  Pictures  ”  have  the  pleasure  to  place 
before  the  readers  of  The  Magazine  of  Art  a  pictorial  record  of  the  current  exhibition 
ol  the  Royal  Academy,  in  a  manner  far  more  complete,  and  in  a  form  more  concise  and  conve¬ 
nient,  than  is  possible  in  the  pages  of  the  serial  itself.  They  feel  justified  in  claiming  that  it  is 
a  true  reflection  of  the  best  works  on  the  Academy  walls,  despite  the  fact  that  the  pictures  of  a 
few  artists  have  for  one  reason  or  another  been  omitted. 

The  general  verdict  on  the  Academy,  taken  as  a  whole,  must  be  a  favourable  one  ;  con¬ 
sideration  of  outside  influences  being  taken  into  account,  and  indulgence  for  exceptional  dis¬ 
advantages,  of  a  meteorological  nature,  being  made.  The  exhibition  is  well  up  to  the  average — 
.which  under  more  propitious  circumstances  would  certainly  have  risen  considerably  higher. 
To  this  satisfactory  end  not  a  few  artists  have  contributed.  By  the  President,  Sir  Frederick 
Leighton,  are  two  of  the  most  admirable  and  accomplished  designs,  “  Perseus  and  Andromeda  ” 
and  “The  Return  of  Persephone,”  which  have  ever  come  from  his  brush.  Mr.  Fildes’s 
picture  of  “The  Doctor,”  though  chiefly  interesting  to  the  public  for  its  subject,  is  one  which 
appeals  equally  to  the  artist  through  its  fine  painter-like  qualities.  Mr.  Waterhouse  has  pro¬ 
duced  a  work  of  the  first  rank  —  as  modern  pictures  go— in  his  brilliant  “Ulysses,”  and  Mr. 
Orchardson  has  surpassed  himself  in  his  portrait  of  Sir  Andrew  Walker.  Mr.  Swan’s  “  African 
Panthers,”  Mr.  Sargent’s  Spanish  dancer  “La  Carmencita” — instinct  with  life — M.  Jan  Van 
Beers’  wonderfully  powerful  “  Portrait  of  a  Gentleman  ”  and  “  Autumn,”  Sir  Everett  Millais’ 
“Lingering  Autumn”  and  “Mrs.  Joseph  Chamberlain,”  Mr.  Alma-Tadema’s  “Earthly  Paradise,” 
Mr.  Watts’s  “  Lady  Catherine  Thynne,”  Mr.  Henry  Moore’s  “  L’Etac  de  Sercq  ” — these  are  some  of 
those  canvases  which  give  distinction  to  the  collection,  and  proclaim  themselves  “  pictures  of 
the  year.”  Mr.  S.  J.  Solomon’s  “Judgment  of  Paris,”  in  which  the  nude  is  treated  with 
remarkable  refinement,  is  a  great  advance  upon  the  work  of  the  previous  year  ;  Avliile  Mr.  Frank 
Bramle}^  Mr.  Arthur  Hacker,  Mr.  Alfred  East,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adrian  Stokes,  Mr.  Stanhope 
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Forbes,  Mr.  Maurice  Greiffenhagen,  Mr.  Clausen,  and  Mr.  Inglis  are  among  the  younger  men 
•who,  to  judge  by  their  present  exhibits,  are  destined  to  carry  on  the  traditions  now  sustained 
by  the  members  of  the  Royal  Academy. 

AY  bat  these  have  done  it  is  unnecessary,  as  it  is  impossible,  for  us  here  in  this  short 
envoi  to  describe.  Examples  of  the  best  of  their  work  are  before  the  reader  of  this  volume 

to  enjoy  and,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  to  judge  and  appreciate.  What  is  our  opinion  of 

individual  works  may  be  found  by  him  who  cares  to  read  it  in  the  May  and  June  numbers  of 

The  Magazine  of  Art.  For  the  rest,  we  would  here  record  our  belief  that  the  tendency  of 

English  art,  as  shown  in  Burlington  House,  is  healthier  than  ever.  There  is  less  hankering  after 
strange  gods  of  art,  and  wholesome  signs  of  return  to  what  may  be  called  “  unfettered  orthodoxy.” 
Eccentricity  for  its  own  sake  is  less  than  ever  cultivated  ;  mere  cleverness  and  novelty  are  no 
longer  the  end  and  aim  of  men  worthy  of  higher  things.  Sobriety  is  once  more  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception ;  but  it  is  a  conventionalism— as  its  adversaries  stigmatise  it — which  is 
full-blooded,  and  not  effete  as  was  the  art  of  1830.  It  indicates,  we  take  it,  the  swing  of  the 
pendulum  from  the  bastard  Gallicism  of  a  decade  since  ;  the  return  of  the  artist-prodigals  to  a 
more  sincere  course — though,  perhaps,  in  justice  it  should  be  said,  to  one  hardly  less  earnest. 

The  Editors. 


OLD  SEA-DOGS. 


W.  II.  V.  Titcomb. 
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